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August 9, 2020  
Dear Parents,  
Please read carefully the following information describing the three proposed re-entry plans 
developed for the 2020-21 academic year, as required by the state. These plans, which include 
fully in-person, hybrid, and remote learning models, are the result of months of work and 
planning based on input from our school community; guidance from Dr. David Perda, 
Superintendent of the Diocese of Worcester Catholic Schools Office and the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE); and state and federal COVID-19 
health and safety recommendations.  
 
After due consideration, we are able to offer an in-person start to our school year. This will give 
teachers the opportunity to get to know their new students and assess academic needs to 
address any gaps in learning related to the rapid COVID-19 closure last spring. I understand and 
am empathetic to the many concerns of our families about how to best meet the educational, 
social, and emotional learning needs of our students in the current context of the pandemic . 
Please be aware that this document is fluid: although it is posted on the website, it may change 
many times before our September opening, depending upon new information and guidance. 
Additional information about the school day, including details about designated entrance and 
exit doors and dismissal, and specifics regarding preschool dropoff and pickup procedures are 
forthcoming. We hope that changes to this document will be minimal, but as we continue to 
monitor changing local, state and federal guidance, it may be necessary to modify these re-
entry plans. 
 
Thank you for sharing your input and feedback over these last few months. Despite the 
challenges ahead, rest assured we will continue to provide the same nurturing, loving, and 
excellent learning environment at school this year, whether in-person, hybrid, or remote. We 
look forward to welcoming back all of our families in September. Enjoy the rest of the summer. 
God Bless, 
 
Mrs. Margaret Kursonis, Principal  
St. Peter Central Catholic School 



 

 

DIOCESE OF WORCESTER 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE 

 

49 ELM STREET 
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01609 

 

August 10, 2020 
 
 

Dear parents and guardians, 
 

With the start of the school year soon approaching, Catholic schools in the Diocese of Worcester have been 
working fervently to develop plans for reopening.   
 

Across the Diocese, Catholic school leaders have spent the summer months carefully reviewing Massachusetts 
Department of Education (DESE) COVID guidance in safeguarding the well-being of students and staff alike 
this 2020-2021 academic year.  The DESE guidance is based upon statewide data as gathered by the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH), the Governor’s Office, national public health agencies such 
as Centers for Disease Control (CDC), and the Massachusetts chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics.  
This guidance has made for a trusted source of information on procedures and practices in mitigating the spread 
of COVID-19, and safely operating schools within the Commonwealth at this phase of the pandemic.  
 

Earlier this summer, each Catholic school leader in the Diocese was given the responsibility of developing 
various alternatives for reopening this fall.  From the start, the health and safety of students and staff has been 
paramount.  Informed by the American Academy of Pediatrics which advocates for an in-person educational 
setting, our Catholic schools have worked towards this goal.  Health experts and laypersons mutually agree on 
the holistic benefits of in-person education.  Still, we likewise understand that effective school community 
responses to COVID necessitate locally contextualized, data-informed, and adaptive educational approaches.   
 

Today we release the latest version of school reopening plans for your review.  The plan developed for your 
child’s school intentionally includes different learning models that will allow for ease in transitioning to another 
mode of learning should local or regional COVID-19 concerns require doing so.  Since no two schools are alike 
in all things, each school has conducted reviews of facilities, developed new protocols and procedures based on 
the DESE guidance for mitigating the risk of COVID transmission, and are actively coordinating professional 
development training and school education programs to make sure stakeholders understand the expectations 
around new health and safety requirements.  As such, each reopening plan is tailored to the individual 
environments in which your children are educated.  Please understand that plans may need to be amended as 
additional knowledge and guidance is received. 
 

It is important that you understand fully the plan that will be implemented at your child’s school. If you have 
questions, I encourage you to contact your child’s principal.  I would also be happy to answer any general 
questions that you may have. I may be reached via email at dperda@worcesterdiocese.org or by telephone at 
774-764-1019. 
 

All God’s Blessings, 

 
David Perda, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 



 

  

 
St. Peter Central Catholic 2020-21 Reopening Plans 

 
St. Peter Central Catholic (SPCC), under the supervision of the Catholic Schools Office of 

the Diocese of Worcester, and in keeping with guidance from the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), has developed three potential plans for 
reopening. The plans have been developed with input from stakeholders including members of 
the Board, parents, faculty and staff, and an assessment of our building space and enrollment 
numbers for 2020-21. We have also collected data from a survey to which half of the families in 
our school responded,  and will continue to seek input with additional surveys later this 
summer. 

Based on these consultations and expert recommendations, we have developed plans 
for three different models of instruction: fully in-person, fully remote, and hybrid: a 
combination of in-person and remote teaching and learning. Since our school’s building space 
would allow students to maintain social distancing within the state-mandated three-feet, we 
have prioritized an in-person plan that would allow for a full return of students, faculty, and 
staff to school, in keeping with guidance from Dr. David Perda, Superintendent of the Catholic 
Schools Office of the Diocese of Worcester and DESE guidelines. Our intention is to open in 
full-person on Monday, September  14. E-learning will be offered for students with 
compromised immune systems, other social and emotional health concerns and/or family 
members at increased risk. Please email Mrs. Kursonis directly by Friday, August 14, if your 
family is in need of this option. More details will be provided. 

However, a hybrid model of instruction may be necessary if state-mandated guidelines 
for health and safety change between now and the opening of school. In addition, a remote 
model was developed as a contingency plan should the mandate for quarantine be reinstated 
or necessitated by illness within the school. To support our students and teachers, we have 
acquired new curricula that will allow us to move seamlessly from in-person to hybrid and/or 
remote learning; these new materials will be addressed in the remote learning plan.   

We will assess students’ learning early in the school year to address any gaps that may 
have emerged due to the spring closure. For students with special needs, such as those with 
IEPs, 504 Plans, or documented learning differences, we will fulfill our moral obligation to 
address their needs whether in-person, remotely or in a hybrid model.  Please note that the 
plans presented in this document are fluid and may have to be altered as we monitor 
continuing guidance from state and CDC officials. Thank you for your cooperation and 
understanding.  

 
 
 



 

  

St. Peter Central Catholic (SPCC) Fully In-Person Learning Plan 
 
While our goal is to return all students safely to school this year, we are well aware that the 
experience will be very different from what students and families are accustomed to. Based on 
input from our stakeholders, we have devised the following plan for in-person teaching and 
learning. The following plan is fluid, and may need to be adapted should state or federal 
guidelines change. Please consult the hybrid and remote learning plans for details on these 
models, should they become necessary. 
 
Pre-Reentry Preparations 

x Our primary concern upon returning to school will be to address the safety and social 
and emotional needs of our students, staff, and families as we adjust to this new reality. 

x Teachers will be trained in health and safety procedures prior to the school year 
beginning, and throughout the year as needed. 

x We have resources from the Clay Center for Young Healthy Minds at Massachusetts 
General Hospital (MGH), including suggested readings, to help address students’ anxiety 
due to the pandemic, changes to their school environments, and separation.  

x Teachers will Zoom with their class prior to the first in-person class meeting so that 
students and teachers can get to know each without masks on. 

x Our goal will be to educate our school community regarding the physical changes we 
will witness, such as wearing of masks, children remaining with their cohort throughout 
the day, desks (no tables) facing the same direction, mask breaks, etc. 

x We are preparing to have options for outdoor classes when possible. Attention will be 
given to proper ventilation in classrooms by opening windows and increasing air flow. 

x Our plan is to have a parent Zoom meeting prior to the beginning of school to discuss 
the new safety protocols and procedures for in person and remote learning. 

x We will also stress having a positive outlook to minimize students’ anxiety and 
discomfort. Our teachers are the same people who loved your children before, and they 
will continue to love them no matter what, masks or no masks. 

x Attendance will be taken for all students regardless of which plan is in effect (in-person, 
remote, hybrid). 

 
Health and Safety Precautions 

x COVID-19 home screening: if your child is exhibiting any symptoms such as 
congestion/runny nose, headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fever or chills, cough, 
difficulty breathing, fatigue, aches, loss of taste or smell, or a sore throat, it is essential 
that he or she stay home for their safety and that of our school community. 



 

  

x Unfortunately because COVID-19 can mirror symptoms from common childhood 
illnesses, such as bad colds, strep throat, flu, and other viruses, it is not possible for our 
school to confirm diagnosis. We will act under the direction of our nurse and follow the 
state’s recommendations to send children home immediately to protect everyone from 
potential exposure. 

x If a student exhibits any of these symptoms at school, they will be sent home 
immediately. In the interim, they will be placed in an isolation room with adult 
supervision and appropriate protocol for COVID-19 guidance in effect.  

x We will adhere to guidance from the state about the documentation required for a sick 
child to safely return to school.  

x Please consult the following link for detailed information on the state’s COVID-19 
protocols: https://www.mass.gov/doc/COVID-19-testing-guidance/download. 

x St. Peter Central Catholic will follow the state guidelines regarding travel, and will 
enforce the state’s quarantine guidance for out-of-state travel. 

x Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and supplies will be maintained at the school, 
including hand sanitizer, face shields, disposable masks, gowns, and gloves; however, 
parents are required to provide masks for their child(ren), either washable cloth or 
disposable three-layer.  

x St. Peter’s has also acquired two Cordless Electrostatic Disinfectant Handheld Sprayers 
to enhance our ability to sanitize and disinfect the school. 

x Increased custodial services for the school have been added. 
x To ensure proper ventilation, all classrooms will have multiple windows that open for air 

circulation. 
x St. Peter’s heat is radiant, supplied by forced hot water in one building and steam in the 

other. The school’s heating system is subjected to annual inspections. 
x Masks will be required of all students, faculty, and staff in grades 2-8 and highly 

recommended in grades PK, K, and 1. 
x Students will be allowed to remove their masks when eating or outside at recess, and 

mask breaks will be provided throughout the day. 
x Social distancing will be required at all times: maintaining a distance of at least 3 feet 

and striving for a distance of 6 feet. During lunch in the classroom, a distance of 6 feet 
between students will be maintained. 

x Handwashing and sanitizing will be required throughout the day. 
x Students learning materials and personal school supplies will not be shared. 
x Recess will be separated by grade and students will be monitored to ensure social 

distance requirements. 



 

  

x No shared outdoor play equipment or personal contact games such as tag will be 
allowed for the time being. 

x Cleaning, sanitizing, and disinfecting will take place daily in all areas of the school 
building. The deep clean will take place on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

 
Transportation 
We are aware of the Worcester Public Schools plan for social distancing on school buses. As 
more information becomes available concerning St. Peter Central Catholic, we will include 
information in our plan.  

x The maximum number of children on each bus will be 24.  
x Determination of routes is at the discretion of the Worcester Public Schools Office of 

Transportation.  
x Parents have the responsibility to register their child’s address with the Worcester 

Public Schools to arrange transportation on the school bus. 
 
Dropoff: 

x Children will arrive between 8:30-8:50, enter through the front door, and go directly to 
their classrooms, met by their classroom teacher. This class will be known as their 
cohort. 

x Preschool children only will continue to use the gym door. 
x Children arriving by school bus will enter the building following the same protocol as 

those who are dropped off and go directly to their homerooms. 
x For the time being, parents will be allowed to enter the building by appointment or 

when called upon to minimize exposure and risk, until conditions improve.  
x Children will remain in their classroom and/or with their cohort for the rest of day for 

learning, lunch, recess, mask and bathroom breaks. 
 

Before School and After School Extended Care: 
x We are currently developing plans with safety precautions paramount for providing 

extended day care with attention given to students remaining in cohorts. The following 
procedures reflect current information and may be modified as needed. 

x The Before School program personnel will be responsible for meeting the child and 
parent at the side door of the Ripley Street lot to greet them and mark attendance 
before sending the child to the designated area.  

x Students will leave the program at 8:30 and follow the procedure established to go 
directly to their classroom cohort.  

x The after school program will no longer be able to be offered as a drop-in service. Pre-
registration will be required so we can plan accordingly. Afterschool registration forms 



 

  

are available here: https://stpetercentralcatholic.com/for-parents/extended-day-
program/. 

x Several areas will be prepared for students to remain as a cohort. Attention will be 
given, in order, to the family cohort and then the classroom cohort.  

x Parent pickup will be at the door, with children escorted by afterschool personnel to 
meet their parent, who will not need to enter the building. 

x All extracurricular activities have been suspended but will be phased in as soon as 
possible. 

 
Dismissal 

x Full attention will be given to regulations and guidelines for social distancing for 
dismissal procedures.  

x We are currently working on developing a revised dismissal plan to accommodate the 
family, carpool, and student cohort model with input from stakeholders. More 
information will be forthcoming. 

 
 

St. Peter Central Catholic Hybrid Learning Plan 
 

St. Peter’s has developed a hybrid contingency plan in the event that federal or state 
guidelines mandate changes to social distancing requirements, or some students need to 
remain remote learners.  

 
x If it is necessary to move to hybrid learning, two cohorts will be developed, with 

students in one family on the same days.  
x In the hybrid model, Cohort 1 will be expected to attend in-person on Monday and 

Wednesday, with Cohort 2 attending on Tuesday and Thursday.  
x New material will be taught in-person to students on Mondays and Wednesdays (Cohort 

1) or Tuesdays and Thursdays (Cohort 2), and will be reinforced with virtual classwork 
and learning on the days students are learning from home.  

x On Fridays, all students will receive mandatory Google Classroom assignments from 
teachers.  

x Teachers will be present in the physical plant on Fridays for planning, videotaping, 
preparing and posting lessons. They will also offer office hours for any concerns.  

x Although sanitizing will occur every day, deep cleaning of the school will be undertaken 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.  

x In the hybrid model, attendance will be mandated whether learning in-person or at 
home on all five days of the week.   



 

  

x Teachers and families will receive training in digital learning procedures for Google 
classroom and other online resources at the beginning of the school year and 
throughout, as needed. 

 
Please note: On the days students are in physical attendance, all guidelines and procedures 
for Pre-Reentry Preparations, Health and Safety Precautions, Transportation, Dropoff, 
Before School and After School Extended Care, and Dismissal will be followed as described 
in the fully in-person plan; please consult this plan for detailed information. 

 
 

St. Peter Central Catholic Remote Learning Plan 
 

St. Peter’s has also developed a remote learning contingency plan. There are two 
possible situations in which remote learning may become necessary. The first would be if the 
state mandates the closure of all schools, as occurred in March. The second would be if a 
class/grade is required to quarantine out of school for an extended period of time. In both of 
these scenarios, St. Peter Central Catholic will proceed with a remote learning plan similar to 
what was provided in the spring, but informed and improved by our experiences.  

 
x To enhance our ability to provide seamless, high-quality instruction, with the 

support of a generous donation, we have acquired new curricula in reading, 
language arts, writing, and math that integrate in-person and blended learning for 
all students.  

x These curricula will allow the use of hard-copy materials on one day, and the digital 
version of these resources the next day, with no interruption in teaching and 
learning.   

x It is expected that all students will have a device with internet connectivity that has 
both video and audio capabilities. If this is not possible, please contact the school to 
borrow a device.  

x Google Classroom will be the main platform for remote learning. It is expected that 
students will attend daily during regular school hours and be prepared to learn from 
home.  

x The curriculum will be delivered Monday through Friday. 
x Attendance will be recorded.  

 
 

 
 


